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A New Year, a new website 
A Happy New Year to all our members!  2016 saw great success and many new initiatives in 
the group.  2017 promises to be just as  exciting.  If you have a computer, the odds are that 
you are reading this first newsletter of 2017 via our brand new website.  It is designed to be 
attractive and informative to members of the public, to those who may be interested in 
joining the group and to members alike. 

This is your website and will become the prime written means of communicating with you.  
We want you to get into the habit of regularly checking the site although we will alert you by e-
mail to key documents that are posted on the site.  The full year’s diary is included for your 
easy reference.  Those without computers will not be ignored and will receive paper copies of 
any documents posted on the website.  In order for it to be successful and meet your needs, 
we would greatly appreciate your feedback on any errors you spot or your views on the pros 
and cons of the various elements in the site and, lastly, any ideas that you may have to 
improve its content and its ease of use. 

You will see that the paintings that scroll on the home page and those in the galleries are very 
limited at present, simply because we did not have images of other members’ paintings.  Any 
member is entitled to have a gallery on the site and should talk with me before sending 
images so that I can explain the image quality that is necessary for successful reproduction on 
the screen. 

If you partake in social media, please let your contacts know of the existence of our site: 

watersideartgroup.co.uk 

2018 calendar 
This is going to be a novel and exciting project.  As we have mentioned already, we are asking 
members to paint and submit paintings on the theme of “Hythe and Waterside”.  The 
selection process, which will involve members, will be in the first half of this year (2017) to 
allow time to produce the calendar ready for sale at our August exhibition.  Hilary will soon 
issue a note with all the technical points clarified but, meanwhile, you can feel safe in using 
the following guidelines for your subjects: 

The theme doesn’t mean that we are limiting the paintings to ‘photograph-like images’.  We 
would definitely like to achieve a balance so that the range of media and styles of the group is 
represented.  Be creative!  There could be seagulls on the prom, montages of subjects like the 
Marina or the Pier or the Promenade, or ‘close-ups’ of iconic subjects.  We are advised against 
typical “New Forest” scenes because there are so many calendars on that theme. 

We encourage you to get painting and look forward to seeing your work! 

Mike and Jane Francis talk 
Mike and Jane have offered to give us an illustrated talk about their extensive travels on their 
yacht.  The current plan is for this to be on a normal Tuesday night at the usual time on 14th 
February.  There will not be any painting on that night.  This will be a free event. 

http://watersideartgroup.co.uk


Annual General Meeting 
As you know, the AGM will be on Tuesday 24th January.  Some nominations for the officer and 
ordinary committee members have been made but there is room for more.  Please consider 
offering to stand or suggest to somebody else that they should.  In particular we need a 
Programme Secretary who is responsible for finding demonstrators etc.  Chris Jones is 
prepared to coach anybody who is interested.  The first task will be to arrange the 2018 
programme, a process that starts about mid-year. 

The committee wishes you a very happy and productive painting year! 

Peter 
chairman@watersideartgroup.co.uk


